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POPULATION x  6 
TO 2040

17 Districts in Sri 
Lanka were affected 
by severe floods and 
landslides during 5 
days. 500.000 
affected, of which 
223,687 were 
displaced from their 
homes either due to 
the floods, landslides 
or threat of 
landslides. 
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The lower floodplains suffer from the 

floods without any protection

The areas located in the lower part of 

the River, have a higher density of 

population

FLOOD AREA IN KELANI RIVER BASINFLOODS IN MAY 2016
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498.210 person (estimated) 

SIX TIMES to 2040 

TRANSFORMATION 
OF THE COLOMBO 
METROPOLITAN 
REGION 

Future urban 
pressure on rural 
areas: x 6 to 2040



CLIMATE 
RESILENCE 
IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT 

Flood embankment. 
Hydraulic 
infrastructure
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GN and DS Divisions Affected by the Project

FLEXIBLE LINE
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ROOTS IN THE 
KELANI RIVER
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OPPORTUNITY TO 
CONNECT 
COMMUNITIES AND 
PROVIDE THEM 
WITH PARKS AND 
FACILITIES

36km
2 shores
58 municipalities 
benefited by the 
metropolitan park
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COLOMBO’S 
GROWTH GIVING 
ITS FACE TO THE 
KELANI RIVER

New smart mobility



CURRENT STATE
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95% PEOPLE

5% FLOOD

100% NATURE

SOCIO-
ECOLOGICAL 
SPACE

FLOOD
TRANSITION



CURRENT STATE



ACCESIBILITY AND 

TRANSVERSAL CONNECTION

NEW USES AND COMPATIBLE ACTIVITIES



FLOOD PERIOD

ACCESIBILITY AND 

TRANSVERSAL CONNECTION



SERVING THE DIFFERENT NEIGHBORHOODS
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OPPORTUNITY FOR 
LOW INCOME 
HOUSES 
IMPROVEMENT 
AND FOR NEW 
URBAN 
CENTRALITIES 
DEVELOPMENT

CURRENT STATE

EMBANKMENT CONSTRUCTION 

FIRST URBAN DEVELOPMENT

SECOND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
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NEW HUBS OF 
ECONOMIC 
ACTIVITY
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6 PILOT PROJECTS

8 main SYSTEMS 
analyzed in each:

- Uses and potential 
activities
- Topography
- Mobility and 
accessibility
- Flood
- Drainage and 
permeability
- Landscape and 
ecology
- Materiality and 
maintenance
- Furniture
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PILOT PROJECT 01

SUB-URBAN AREA: 
Enough space is 
available for full 
trapezoidal 
embankments.

RESERVOIR 
POCKET 
WEKEWATTA
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PILOT PROJECT 01

PROPOSAL
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PILOT PROJECT 01

USES AND 
POTENTIAL 
ACTIVITIES
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PILOT PROJECT 01

LANDSCAPE AND 
ECOLOGY

Natural reservoir

Preserve and 

disseminate 

existing 

wetlands
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PILOT PROJECT 01

FLOOD
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PILOT PROJECT 01

DRAINAGE AND 
PERMEABILITY



KELANI RIVER PARK
SRI LANKA

KELANI RIVER PARK
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